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SAFETY FIRST

• Always make sure you and your family are 
SAFE first!

• Lightening can get you inside your Shack!

• Report Only when it is SAFE to do so!



SKYWARN NETS

• MICON – DTX    NWS White Lake
• 17 County CWA
• Key Station Concept

– One liaison to each of the 17 counties
– Each county has a local net
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SKYWARN NET
• PRIMARY FREQUENCY:      146.680 (162.2Hz PL)

• BACKUP FREQUENCY #1:   145.410 (162.2Hz PL)

• BACKUP FREQUENCY #2:   146.680 (Simplex) 
or 144.320  (Simplex)



SKYWARN NET

• No SKYWARN Net   

– Severe Weather Only!
• 1-800-808-0006

– Non Severe Weather
• e-spotter – espotter.weather.gov



Net Check-in/Check Out

• Net Check-In
– Your Call Sign Phonetically 
– Your Location

• Net Check-Out
– PLEASE Let the Net Control you are leaving
– Even if you are just stepping away for a few 

minutes



Standby Condition Green
Severe Thunderstorm Watch 

or 
Tornado Watch

No Threatening Weather Near Livingston County

• Repeater in Sky Warn Mode  (Courtesy Tone CW “SW”)

• Repeater can be used with out net control permission.

• Keep transmissions short and leave long pauses 
between transmissions



Condition Green
Approaching Severe Storm

• Severe Thunderstorm Watch or Tornado Watch

• This is a semi-directed net.  (It is up to net control to 
determine if the net is DIRECTED or STANDBY)

• All stations please check in by stating your call sign 
phonetically, followed by your location

• When the net is in stand-by, transmissions may be 
made without net control’s permission.  

• All transmissions should remain short with long 
pauses for emergency traffic.  

• If weather conditions worsen the net will be 
upgraded as required.



Condition Yellow
Severe Storm approaching county line 

or 
Warning in adjacent county

• This NET is a Directed Net and no transmissions will 
be made without net controls permission.  

• Will take traffic only if it is a matter of life or death
• Check-ins ONLY when requested by net control. 

• Please keep all communications brief and concise.

• If weather conditions change, the net will be 
upgraded or downgraded as required



Condition Yellow
Accepted Reports

• HAIL:                          Diameter:  (pea, M&M, dime, …)

• DAMAGING WINDS: Speed (40 and above), Direction 
(Estimated or Measured)

• TORRENTIAL RAIN: Greater than 1” Per Hour

• FLOODING: Water over the curbs  
(Especially in places that normally don’t flood)

• FUNNEL CLOUDS: Location, direction and speed

• TORNADOES:                       Location, direction and speed 
visible damage or debris



Condition Red
Severe Thunderstorm Warning 

or 

Tornado Warning

• This NET is a Directed Net and no transmissions will 
be made without net controls permission.  

• We will take traffic if it is a matter of life or death ONLY

• check-ins ONLY when requested by net control

• If weather conditions change, the net will be 
downgraded as required.



Condition Red
Accepted Reports

• LARGE HAIL: Diameter:  (golf ball or larger)

• FUNNEL CLOUDS: Location, direction and speed

• TORNADOES: Location, direction and speed 
Visible Damage or Debris



What to ReportWhat to Report
Wind Gusts of 40 MPH or Greater

• 25-31 Large branches in motion; whistling heard in 
telephone wires 

• 32-38 Whole trees in motion; inconvenience felt in 
walking against the wind 

• 39-54 Twigs break off trees; wind generally impedes 
progress 

• 55-72 Damage to chimneys, TV antennas; pushes over 
shallow rooted trees 

• 73-112 Peels surfaces off roofs; windows broken; light 
mobile homes overturned; moving cars pushed off road 

• 113-157 Roofs torn off houses; cars lifted off ground

Wind Gusts of 40 MPH or Greater
• 25-31 Large branches in motion; whistling heard in 

telephone wires 

• 32-38 Whole trees in motion; inconvenience felt in 
walking against the wind 

•• 3939--5454 Twigs break off trees; wind generally impedes 
progress 

•• 5555--7272 Damage to chimneys, TV antennas; pushes over 
shallow rooted trees 

•• 7373--112112 Peels surfaces off roofs; windows broken; light 
mobile homes overturned; moving cars pushed off road 

•• 113113--157157 Roofs torn off houses; cars lifted off ground



What to ReportWhat to Report
Hail

Pea 0.25 - .375 in 

Plain M&M 0.50 in 

Penny 0.75 in

Nickel 0.88 in

Quarter 1.00 in 

Half dollar 1.25 in 

Ping Pong Ball 1.50 in

Golf ball 1.75 in

Lime 2.00 in

Tennis Ball  2.50 in

Baseball 2.75 in

Large Apple 3.00 in

Softball 4.00 in

Grapefruit 4.50 in

CD/DVD 4.75 – 5.00 in



What to Report

• Funnel Clouds

• Tornados

NOTE:  
Wall clouds are no longer reported.  You should 

watch them and report Funnels or Tornados 
that form from them.



What to Report

• HEAVY OR TORRENTIAL RAIN:
Greater than 1” per hour

• FLOODING Water over the curbs  
(Especially in places that normally don’t flood)

• Post Storm Damage



How to Communicate with 
Net Control

• Get permission to transmit
“Net control KD8CCR”
(Wait until net control recognized you!)

• Net control gives you permission to transmit
“KD8CCR Go Ahead”

• Transmit Severe Weather Data
“Net control at 11:34pm I have  Quarter size Hail and 

Estimated 50mph Wind at M59 and Grand River 
KD8CCR”

• Net control acknowledges transmission
“KD8CCR copy W8KDR Livingston County Net Control”



How to Report
Time – Event – Location  (TEL)

• Time:
– Local Time that the event happened
– If this is a damage report best estimate of time

• Event:
– What is the Severe Weather or Damage
– Use common terminology
– Is the information Measured or Estimated

• Location:
– Major Cross Roads
– Lat and Long  
(Preferred Lat/Long Format ddd.dd - example 42.62° N 83.95° W )



How to Report

• Severe Weather Reports
– Report as soon as safely possible

• Damage Reports
– Report After the storm has passed or the net 

level is not Yellow or Red
– Ask if Net control if he is taking damage 

reports
– Use e-Spotter



Call Out List

• Trained Spotters

• We would like to know when we can call 
you to get spotters activated in areas that 
are needed.

• Please Sign up for your call times



Where to get Weather Info

• Local Skywarn Net  146.680

• Weather Radio

• Internet
– www.crh.noaa.gov/dtx
– www.wunderground.com
– adds.aviationweather.gov



NWS White Lake



Local NWS Forecast



Local NWS Forecast



Local NWS Forecast
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HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DETROIT/PONTIAC MI
428 AM EDT THU APR 12 2007
MIZ047>049-053>055-060>063-068>070-075-076-082-083-130830
MIDLAND-BAY-HURON-SAGINAW-TUSCOLA-SANILAC-SHIAWASSEE- GENESEE-LAPEER- ST. 
CLAIR-LIVINGSTON-OAKLAND-MACOMB-WASHTENAW-WAYNE-LENAWEE-MONROE- 428 AM EDT 
THU APR 12 2007 

THIS HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK IS FOR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN.

.DAY ONE...
TODAY AND TONIGHT NO HAZARDOUS WEATHER IS EXPECTED AT THIS TIME.

.DAYS TWO THROUGH SEVEN...

FRIDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY NO HAZARDOUS WEATHER IS EXPECTED AT THIS TIME.

.SPOTTER INFORMATION STATEMENT... 
SPOTTER ACTIVATION WILL NOT BE NEEDED TODAY AND TONIGHT. 

NWS 
Hazardous Weather Page



Local NWS Forecast



Hazardous Weather



Watches / Warnings



Weather Underground 
NEXRAD Radar Page



Weather Underground
NEXRAD Radar Page



SAFETY FIRST

• Always make sure you and your family are 
SAFE first!

• Lightning can get you inside your Shack!

• Report Only when it is SAFE to do so!


