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PREZ SAYS 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, for me it’s not only an opportunity to spend a little time with 
family but I have a habit of looking back a little. It’s been a good year over all. 
You know this is going to be Jim’s last chance to publish the LED. I know at times it’s been a thankless job, 
but I want you all to know how much I have appreciated the time he spent has making sure it has gotten out  
I’m looking forward to the January issue, produced by our new editor. Good luck Neil. 
The Christmas party is just around the corner. We’re going to learn the proper way to put connectors on coax 
at the next meeting.  We have raffle tickets to sell and a pretty cool radio is going to find a new home. Let’s 
not forget the Saturday breakfast, on the first and third Saturday of the month. Sounds like December is going 
to be a busy!  I hope to see you at our events! 
 
 Van N8GVD 
 

Van N8GVD  
              

 
 

 LARK SOCIAL                                       

 
 
“What you are is revealed by what you do.  What you do reveals what you really believe.” 
 

 
      

LARK Meeting Minutes 11-8-07 
 

The meeting was called to order by Van N8GVD 
 

LARK Dinner before the Meeting (DBTM) 
 
Check in on the 146.68 repeater. 
 
LARK Saturday Morning Breakfast 
 
Join us for Saturday morning breakfast, held on the first 
and third Saturdays of each month.  Our current location 
is the Crossroads Grill, near the intersection of Oak 
Grove Road and M59 in Howell. (The restaurant is located 
near the south end of the Kroger plaza).  This is a great 
opportunity to get together with hams that can’t always 
make our regular Klub meetings, and for hams just passing 
through!  All are welcome! 
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The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Dick W8KDR gave a very interesting talk on Cable and Connectors. 
 
Secretary’s report was accepted as published in the LED. 
 
Treasurer’s report was postponed. 
  
ARES/RACES: Bruce N8WWX gave out AEC certificates and thanked Jon KC8VAB, John KD8CCR and Van N8GVD for the 
work they did.  A special thanks to Ray N8CPO for helping Ingham County acting as EOC Net Control Operator during the damage 
assessment after the Williamston tornado.  Ingham County was very impressed with Ray’s professionalism and knowledge. 
 
Program Director – Jon KC8VAB advised that the December program will be a soldering project, using cable and connectors that 
will be used in the January program to build a special antenna.  Programs are currently booked thru May and will be very exciting. 
 
Technical Director – Jim WB8AZP advised that there will be a lot of exciting changes coming on the 68 repeater.  He also advised 
that the LED will have a new editor starting in January.  Neil K8IT will assume the job of editor at that time. 
There will be a VE test session every month including ARRL and W5YI as well as Code Proficiency and ARECC testing. 
The ARROW Club will have a preparation class for the General Class license.  Contact Art for more information. 
 
There was no old business. 
 
The audit has been completed. 
 
The Christmas Party will be at the Prairie House on Grand River in Howell on December 2nd at 4pm. 
 
New business: None 
 
Pat W8LNO and Mac N8RBA made a motion to adjourn, Bob K8PBA seconded. Motion passed with 4 opposing. 
 
 50/50 was won by Jim WB8AZP. 
 
 
  
Respectfully submitted Mary KC8SER, Secretary         
  
 

Portable VHF Emergency Antenna 
From W5CJR 

 
 
Recently one afternoon, after procrastinating for about a month or so, I decided to get back to an antenna 
project a fellow “ham” had passed on to me. It was a very unique antenna in that it folds up into about a 6” 
diameter loop, is very flexible and very forgiving. It is the perfect portable antenna for your hand held (HT) to 
expand its range. With some simple supplies and about an hour you can build one of these. 
 
The supplies needed are 54” of twin lead 300 Ohm feed line, 6’(72 inches) of RG174 or RG58U 50 Ohm co-
axial feed line, PL-259, a small amount of solder and side cuts. Some shrink tubing will be needed to 
complete the project to protect the connections from the elements. This can be done at a later time. Electrical 
tape could also be used. 
 
Start by stripping back about 1/16 inches of the twin lead and twisting the two leads together. Solder the ends 
and trim the excess. 
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From there measure up about 1 ¼ inch and make a mark. Measuring from your mark, away from the close 
end, mark again at ¼ inch. (This should be about 1 ½ inch from the end) Expose but DO NOT cut the leads on 
the side. This is where you will attach the one end of your co-ax in a later step. 
 

 
 
Still moving away from your terminated (shorted) end measure an additional 15 ¼ inches. (This should be 
about 16 ¾ inches from your terminated end) mark this spot. Make another mark about ¼ inches further from 
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there making a ¼ inch between your two marks. Remove one side of the twin lead between those two marks. 
Leave as much of the material between your twin lead sides for structural support. 
 

 
 
Your antenna is now built and needs the feed line connected. Strip back about ¾ inch of the outer insulation 
of the co-ax. Peel back the braided copper and twist together, leaving about 1/16th inch of center insulation, 
score and remove the rest of the insulation to expose the center of the feed line. 
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Tape down the feed line to the twin lead at the end nearest the shorted conductors. Allow for just enough 
room to solder the shield and core of the feed line to the two exposed conductors of the twin lead. The shield 
of the feed line will be attached to the side of the twin lead that was cut out in your previous step. Solder both 
the shield and core in place and trim off excess on both sides. 
 
 

 
 
 
You should protect these connections from being pulled on and from the elements. I recommend using shrink 
tubing but any UL rated electrical tape will suffice.  
 
On the other end of the co-ax feed line, attach your PL259 connector. Use which ever adaptors needed to 
connect to your HT. 
 
The only thing left to do is to analyze your antenna. Use either yours or a borrowed analyzer. An SWR meter 
works well as well. Pay close attention to any High SWR as prolonged transmissions with a high SWR can 
damage your transmitter. 
 
I have had great results with this antenna across the band with an SWR of less than 1.5:1. It has a home in my 
“go” bag to extend the range of my HT. 
 
As with any antenna project, USE YOUR SWR METER. Neither the Klub nor I will replace your radio if you 
break it! 
 
Submitted by  
Brandon Field - KC8YHE 
 
Design can be found at http://www.geocities.com/w5cjr/porter_ant.gif 
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THE FINAL WORD (For Now) 
 
It’s pretty hard for me to believe that I have been editor of the LED for more than 
5 years….wow! It’s been fun, but it’s time to give someone else a chance to 
enjoy the position. 
 
It’s difficult to complain.  You get to publish just about anything you feel like, 
and occasionally, when someone complains, you get to throw down the 
gauntlet, and challenge them to write something.  Nobody seems to want the 
assignment, so you can enjoy all the fame the position has to offer.  You get to 
burn fuel lugging hardcopy newsletters to the post office, (although not as many 
as we used to mail out), and above all, you get to insure that the newsletter 
goes out almost every month, whether it negatively impacts your personal or 
professional schedule or not.  Some people pay for this kind of fun, and I’ve 
enjoyed it for very little cost to me. 
 
Seriously, it’s been a privilege to serve the Klub in this capacity.  Sadly, my 
schedule has been generating more conflicts, and something had to give.  I still 
need to be a part of a salary continuation plan of some sort, so spinning off 
some of my personal tasks made a bunch of sense. 
 
I first signed up Les, W8MSP, to act as our webmaster.  Les has really jumped 
right in, and it’s been a pleasure to have him make magic happen with the 
W8LRK Internet presence.  Thanks Les! 
 
Dick, W8KDR, jumped in long before the real scheduling pressures ever started 
to happen.  Without all of his efforts, many things just would have not happened. 
I would have had to resign from the newsletter assignment more than a year ago 
if Dick hadn’t been involved. 
 
Fortunately, Neil, K8IT volunteered to take over the LED.  Failing someone 
stepping forward to handle the task, I thought of several creative ways to solve 
the problem, including but not limited to eliminating the newsletter completely. 





Mar 11 – VE Amateur License testing, 7 pm at the EOC, 300 South     
Highlander Way, Howell. Including W5YI FCC Amateur License, Code 
Proficiency and ARECC testing. Contact Jim WB8AZP at 810-220-2134 
or e-mail wb8azp@arrl.net .  Walk-ins are welcome. 
Get your ICOM IC-7000 Radio Raffle Ticket. 
 
Mar 13 – LARK Monthly Meeting, 7 pm at the EOC, 300 South 
Highlander Way, Howell. The Program will be a Special Overview of 
Ted Fujita’s work developing the Fujita Scale used to rate Tornados. 
Speaker will be Ted’s son Kaz Fujita, a Professor of Geological 
Sciences at MSU.  Kaz has extensive background in earthquake 
studies in Russia and Michigan. Kaz does a very interesting and 
entertaining presentation.  All SKYWARN Spotters will want to attend 
this one. LAST chance to get your ICOM IC-7000 Radio Raffle Ticket. 
                 Ted Fujita 1920-1998                                    Kaz Fujita 

         
 
RAFFLE DRAWING FOR THE ICOM IC-7000 
WITH RMK KIT WILL BE HELD AFTER THE 
BUSINESS MEETING. 
DON’T MISS ALL THE EXCITEMENT. 
 
Mar 15 – LARK Breakfast, 8 am at the Crossroads Grill M-59 at 
Michigan Ave/Oak Grove Road (west end of the Kroger Plaza in 
Howell.  
 
Apr 5 – LARK Breakfast, 8 am at the Crossroads Grill M-59 at Michigan 
Ave/Oak Grove Road (west end of the Kroger Plaza in Howell. 



Apr 8 – VE Amateur License testing, 7 pm at the EOC, 300 South     
Highlander Way, Howell. Including ARRL FCC Amateur License, Code 
Proficiency and ARECC testing. Contact: Van N8GVD at 313-999-5547 
or e-mail bvandam@comcast.net . Walk-ins are welcome. 
 
April 10 – LARK Monthly Meeting, 7 pm at the EOC, 300 South 
Highlander Way, Howell. The Program will be a collection of Morse 
Code Keys and custom paddles.  Several different keys will be on 
display and live for you to try.  Speaker is Greg WB8LZG who makes 
custom paddles.   
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
Apr 19 – LARK Breakfast, 8 am at the Crossroads Grill M-59 at 
Michigan Ave/Oak Grove Road (west end of the Kroger Plaza in 
Howell. 
 
May 3 – LARK Breakfast, 8 am at the Crossroads Grill M-59 at Michigan 
Ave/Oak Grove Road (west end of the Kroger Plaza in Howell. 
 
May 8 – LARK Monthly Meeting, 7 pm at the EOC, 300 South 
Highlander Way, Howell. The Program will be a presentation on the 
use of ATV in support of the Crim Race in Flint each year.  There will 
be a live ATV station set up. Speaker will be Jerry Baker the (PIO) 
Public Information Officer of GCARES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 13 – VE Amateur License testing, 7 pm at the EOC, 300 South     
Highlander Way, Howell. Including W5YI FCC Amateur License, Code 
Proficiency and ARECC testing. Contact Jim WB8AZP at 810-220-2134 
or e-mail wb8azp@arrl.net .  Walk-ins are welcome. 
 
May 17 – LARK Breakfast, 8 am at the Crossroads Grill M-59 at 
Michigan Ave/Oak Grove Road (west end of the Kroger Plaza in 
Howell. 
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I even considered the notion of simply having each member write their own 
edition, and simply trading with each other at a meeting!  Fortunately, we aren’t 
going to need to resort to my ideas.  Thanks Neil! 
 
I’m still continuing my role as technical director and trustee for the LARK, at 
least until someone else wants the task.  Along those lines, you couldn’t ask for 
better people to be involved than the core team of Jim N8ENX, Brandon 
KC8YHE, and Jon KC8VAB.  These guys are just the best.  Many others have 
contributing their own expertise as we continue to build on our vision for a new 
146.68 system.  I truly do appreciate all their efforts as well. 
 
We have volunteers who do this work, because they have a passion for it.  The 
really good news about amateur radio is that it’s a hobby with many different 
interests available within itself.  Amateur radio is clearly a team effort – it would 
be very boring to only talk only to yourself.  Actually, TEAM is actually an 
acronym – Together Each Achieves More.  Support all of those folks who make 
the LARK run….they put forth the effort on your behalf! 
 
My special thanks, in closing, to all the critics and cynics out there.  To 
everyone who wants to complain about how something is accomplished, but 
doesn’t want to help.  To those folks who have been easily jaded off course by 
someone else’s misplaced comment or criticism, and expect others to behave 
the same way.  You continue to galvanize me, and strengthen my resolve to get 
whatever needs to be done completed.  Even poor examples have a place and 
purpose. 
 
Thanks to all for your continued support.  Remember, if you’re not part of the 
solution that can only mean that you’re part of the problem. 
 
 
73 and Happy Holidays 
 
 
Jim WB8AZP 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

                                           

       
            
 

 

 

 

Ticket sales for the LARK Raffle for an   
IC-7000 with RMK remote kit              

valued at $1,539. will start at the          
December 13th LARK meeting 

The DRAWING will be held at 9pm March 13th at the LARK 
Meeting 300 S Highlander Way, Howell, MI                       

You need not be present to win 

Tickets will be available at $20 each       

(only 150 will be sold)                   

from any LARK Board member at any     

LARK function starting December 13th      

for information call Dick 810-923-3600  

   
CLICK for INFO:                                           
http://www.universal-radio.com/catalog/hamhf/0700.html  

Serial Number   0507622 


